
a handy
guide to
shape

your
 ai use.



resource
guide
This resource was created in response to requests
from freelance practitioners, small creative
organisations, and third sector leaders for a rider
and ethical questions regarding AI use. It aims to
articulate values and boundaries for sharing with
venues, collaborators, and funders, focusing on
climate justice and addressing concerns about AI in
creative practices. For context on all things AI delve
into our blog series for practical insights and tips.

In this resource pack, you’ll find:

An AI rider you can tailor which will guide you
in setting your AI north star.
A set of questions by way of an ethical
anchoring for how you might choose to
engage with AI or not. 
A suggested framework for setting up
accountable or advisory groups on this, which
may work well for small organisations, project
teams or creatives working with a myriad of
communities who want to make collective,
ethics based and informed decisions about
using it. 
Key links you can browse to better
understand the environmental, climate and
justice centred impacts of AI.

https://juliesbicycle.org/opinion/ai-the-environment/
https://juliesbicycle.org/opinion/ai-the-environment/


AI
rider
Here you will find a template of  a rider that speaks
to your preferences for engaging with AI. Like a
Green Rider or an Access Rider, it should work to
define your values, needs and boundaries. We
recommend you bring this up at contracting stage,
perhaps in conversation about the work you are
going to undertake with the venue/producer/org-
anisation. 

This template serves as a rider to outline your
preferences for engaging with AI, similar to a
Green Rider or Access Rider. It's recommended
to discuss this during the contracting stage with
venues or organisations. 

You can send it prior to signing contracts or use it
as a tool for negotiation. It may also be shared on
your website or social media to express your
personal values. 

Feel free to adapt it to fit your needs and include
supporting resources from the pack.

download your ai rider

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BAuSpuG6HoV0cSynqaA_wM2B2d62wMqFufT34PbFCaM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BAuSpuG6HoV0cSynqaA_wM2B2d62wMqFufT34PbFCaM/edit?usp=sharing


What questions should we be asking then?

Underneath the efficiency gains and the many
promises of  AI, there are perhaps the bigger
questions and considerations that we might want
to start with such as:

1.What are we really consenting to as creatives
engaging and enmeshing with AI? (What do
we value and what do we stand to lose?)

2.Who is this for and who is it serving -
financially, systematically and ethically? 

3.Will AI really be part of  just futures and
climate solutions?

mapping
your ai work
Our framework of  thought-provoking questions have
been designed to help shape your sustainable AI
ambitions and use. As a starting point we have
highlighted three core questions to start with
alongside a free resource. download AI QUESTIONS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nk444_viNUN4rssG9z9BKNL3T7uoH5aM3qAkxju_PQs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nk444_viNUN4rssG9z9BKNL3T7uoH5aM3qAkxju_PQs/edit?usp=sharing


land, water
& carbon
Understanding the resource footprint of AI is
becoming essential for anyone using digital tools in
creative and climate‑aligned practice. This section
brings together useful resources, news and
practical tips to help you navigate the land, water
and carbon impacts of AI systems — from how data
centres consume energy and cooling water, to what
responsible use looks like in everyday workflows. 

READ

learn

news

More on AI and the risk to
climate and environment.

Explore the numbers behind
AI carbon emissions.

Emissions, water and land:
AI’s threat on resources.

READ The real energy cost of  AI
agents.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHRb3mztZ8/5mIQkG8fOPk0WTQbUkhSag/edit
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/explainers/what-direct-risks-does-ai-pose-to-the-climate-and-environment/
https://juliesbicycle.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/No-climate-action-without-us_FINAL.pdf
https://juliesbicycle.org/what-we-do/creative-climate-programmes/arts-council-england/board-environmental-champions/#join
https://www.theclimatebrink.com/p/the-real-energy-use-of-agentic-ai
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/explainers/what-direct-risks-does-ai-pose-to-the-climate-and-environment/
https://heated.world/p/ais-climate-problem-is-worse-than
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/explainers/what-direct-risks-does-ai-pose-to-the-climate-and-environment/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/explainers/what-direct-risks-does-ai-pose-to-the-climate-and-environment/
https://heated.world/p/ais-climate-problem-is-worse-than
https://heated.world/p/ais-climate-problem-is-worse-than
https://unu.edu/inweh/news/environmental-cost-of-AIs-Enrgy-use-carbon-water-and-land-footprints
https://unu.edu/inweh/news/environmental-cost-of-AIs-Enrgy-use-carbon-water-and-land-footprints
https://www.theclimatebrink.com/p/the-real-energy-use-of-agentic-ai
https://www.theclimatebrink.com/p/the-real-energy-use-of-agentic-ai
https://www.theclimatebrink.com/p/the-real-energy-use-of-agentic-ai
https://www.theclimatebrink.com/p/the-real-energy-use-of-agentic-ai


ON THE
GROUND
This segment weaves together a tapestry of
resources and revelations regarding the very
foundation of  AI, the policies and governance
structures that dictate the creation and application
of  these systems, and the key decision-makers
shaping the realm of  AI.

read

learn AI data centres impact on UK
carbon emissions.

Case study on a UK data
centre  vs social housing.

NEWS How AI training models
extract without care.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHRb3mztZ8/5mIQkG8fOPk0WTQbUkhSag/edit
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/07/london-campaign-planned-ai-datacentre-brick-lane
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/24/officials-hugely-underestimated-impact-of-ai-datacentres-on-uk-carbon-emissions
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/ai-companies-destroying-rare-books
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/07/london-campaign-planned-ai-datacentre-brick-lane
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/24/officials-hugely-underestimated-impact-of-ai-datacentres-on-uk-carbon-emissions
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/24/officials-hugely-underestimated-impact-of-ai-datacentres-on-uk-carbon-emissions
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/apr/24/officials-hugely-underestimated-impact-of-ai-datacentres-on-uk-carbon-emissions
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/07/london-campaign-planned-ai-datacentre-brick-lane
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/07/london-campaign-planned-ai-datacentre-brick-lane
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/07/london-campaign-planned-ai-datacentre-brick-lane
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/jul/07/london-campaign-planned-ai-datacentre-brick-lane
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/ai-companies-destroying-rare-books
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/ai-companies-destroying-rare-books


WHO PAYS
FOR AI?
Climate action must be equitable and reparative,
ensuring that minoritised communities and
relationships with the natural world are central to
the movement. The following resources and
insights shine a light where it needs to be shone,
exposing the true environmental and human
footprint of artificial intelligence while empowering
artists and institutions with practical, action-driven
solutions.

report

pdf

READ

Research into power, labour
and claimte responsibility.

Discover AI’s impact on
vulnerable communities.

The human rights cost of
generative AI.

learn Young people and jobs in the
age of  AI.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHRb3mztZ8/5mIQkG8fOPk0WTQbUkhSag/edit
https://juliesbicycle.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Leading-Resilience-briefing-for-LCAW-PDF.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/0996/2026/en/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DU98YNYDM1V/?igsh=YnZjYWI1OWE3bmJp
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/08/18/young-adults-in-the-us-are-increasingly-wary-of-ai-concerned-it-will-take-jobs/?_gl=1*9tguuf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAjwqJXUBhBNEiwA8BgG7gTMCEobligsjD8SwrERDLx0Z9BDizZd5m4fB7xX6QEnAA9YfrDZbRoCaf8QAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAA-ddO9GXLbGpSKmN0ZAP2DVKSdbm2&utm_source=thedeepview&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=where-ai-is-actually-starting-to-kill-jobs&_bhlid=91a809d384742707f8be45404a8214d6a17f66f1
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/0996/2026/en/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DU98YNYDM1V/?igsh=YnZjYWI1OWE3bmJp
https://aiplanetaryjustice.com/research-areas
https://aiplanetaryjustice.com/research-areas
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DU98YNYDM1V/?igsh=YnZjYWI1OWE3bmJp
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DU98YNYDM1V/?igsh=YnZjYWI1OWE3bmJp
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/0996/2026/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/0996/2026/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/0996/2026/en/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/08/18/young-adults-in-the-us-are-increasingly-wary-of-ai-concerned-it-will-take-jobs/?_gl=1*9tguuf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAjwqJXUBhBNEiwA8BgG7gTMCEobligsjD8SwrERDLx0Z9BDizZd5m4fB7xX6QEnAA9YfrDZbRoCaf8QAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAA-ddO9GXLbGpSKmN0ZAP2DVKSdbm2&utm_source=thedeepview&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=where-ai-is-actually-starting-to-kill-jobs&_bhlid=91a809d384742707f8be45404a8214d6a17f66f1
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/08/18/young-adults-in-the-us-are-increasingly-wary-of-ai-concerned-it-will-take-jobs/?_gl=1*9tguuf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAjwqJXUBhBNEiwA8BgG7gTMCEobligsjD8SwrERDLx0Z9BDizZd5m4fB7xX6QEnAA9YfrDZbRoCaf8QAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAA-ddO9GXLbGpSKmN0ZAP2DVKSdbm2&utm_source=thedeepview&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=where-ai-is-actually-starting-to-kill-jobs&_bhlid=91a809d384742707f8be45404a8214d6a17f66f1
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/08/18/young-adults-in-the-us-are-increasingly-wary-of-ai-concerned-it-will-take-jobs/?_gl=1*9tguuf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAjwqJXUBhBNEiwA8BgG7gTMCEobligsjD8SwrERDLx0Z9BDizZd5m4fB7xX6QEnAA9YfrDZbRoCaf8QAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAA-ddO9GXLbGpSKmN0ZAP2DVKSdbm2&utm_source=thedeepview&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=where-ai-is-actually-starting-to-kill-jobs&_bhlid=91a809d384742707f8be45404a8214d6a17f66f1


Activism,
justice &
advocacy
Our AI resource decision-tree provides an
interactive path to realising your AI ambitions.
Whether it’s learning more to support your creative
practice or divesting from AI, this is your chance
to take creative climate action on AI.

I want to 
learn more

about ai
i want to 

REDUCE my
ai IMPACT

i want to 
divest

from ai

what is your
ai ambition?

GET TO GRIPS
WITH AI ENERGY
CONVERSIONS.
HELPFUL
WEBINARS ON.
USING AI & DATA.

TOPS TIPS FOR
AI USE & ADMIN.
MANAGING YOUR
AI VIDEO
EMISSIONS.

THE IMPACT OF
AI UPLOADS.
ALL THINGS AI
COMPANIES &
THEIR IMPACTS.

UK RULING ON AI
COPYRIGHT.
NAVIGATING AI
USE THROUGH
POLICY.

https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/05/20/1116327/ai-energy-usage-climate-footprint-big-tech/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/05/20/1116327/ai-energy-usage-climate-footprint-big-tech/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/05/20/1116327/ai-energy-usage-climate-footprint-big-tech/
https://www.datakind.org.uk/events
https://www.datakind.org.uk/events
https://www.datakind.org.uk/events
https://www.earthlyinsight.com/blog/5-ways-to-lower-ai-footprint
https://www.earthlyinsight.com/blog/5-ways-to-lower-ai-footprint
https://www.carbontrust.com/our-work-and-impact/guides-reports-and-tools/the-carbon-impact-of-ai-video-generation?utm_campaign=416908518-Global%20newsletter%202026&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_IKugQbvR2ZfTeXZvgiohkbSVf554gSOGxwtJXCLA1cG0IMqlLmX8GyQNqsySFnuRN4X1QQFL4GgLU3uSHfzdMTvYECQ&_hsmi=139662724&utm_content=139662724&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.carbontrust.com/our-work-and-impact/guides-reports-and-tools/the-carbon-impact-of-ai-video-generation?utm_campaign=416908518-Global%20newsletter%202026&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_IKugQbvR2ZfTeXZvgiohkbSVf554gSOGxwtJXCLA1cG0IMqlLmX8GyQNqsySFnuRN4X1QQFL4GgLU3uSHfzdMTvYECQ&_hsmi=139662724&utm_content=139662724&utm_source=hs_automation
https://newsroom-deezer.com/2026/07/ai-music-exceeds-50-percent-daily-uploads-deezer/
https://newsroom-deezer.com/2026/07/ai-music-exceeds-50-percent-daily-uploads-deezer/
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/ai-companies-destroying-rare-books
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/ai-companies-destroying-rare-books
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/ai-companies-destroying-rare-books
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-rule-out-sweeping-ai-copyright-overhaul/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-rule-out-sweeping-ai-copyright-overhaul/
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/harnessing-ai-environmental-justice
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/harnessing-ai-environmental-justice
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/harnessing-ai-environmental-justice
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/harnessing-ai-environmental-justice


We’re turning
creativity 

into climate action
culture creates change
let’s use it to spark action

https://juliesbicycle.org/what-we-do/creative-climate-programmes/arts-council-england/
https://juliesbicycle.org/what-we-do/creative-climate-programmes/arts-council-england/
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